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Abstract
This research paper delves into serial homicides and the perpetrators of serial killings. It explores the definition of serial killers, what makes them tick, their characteristics and how they commit their crimes. The motives of serial killers categorized into four, i.e., mission- oriented, visionary, hedonistic and power or control oriented are explained in depth. This paper also explores the different types of serial killers which include organized serial killers, disorganized serial killers, and mixed serial killers. The development of serial killers which starts at early childhood is explained to throw light at how serial killers get to behave as they do. Physical, emotional and sexual abuses usually shape the mind of a serial killer from a very tender age. This paper also looks at the core value of respect, of which serial killers lack, and its relationship to serial homicide.
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Serial Homicide
Introduction
Serial homicide commonly known as serial murder or serial killing is a crime that people have witnessed throughout history. According to Morton, serial homicide is not a new phenomenon as it dates back to time immemorial (2010). It is a crime that is perpetrated all around the world comprising approximately 1% of the killings committed in one year. "Serial murder is a relatively rare event, estimated to comprise less than one percent of all murders committed in any given year” (Morton, 2010). In most cases, there exists no apparent relationship between the serial killer and the victim. Serial killers commit the acts of killing to satisfy a need, desire or fantasy that they have. They lack a moral compass and often suffer from mental illness. Serial killing is not limited to any age, race, religion, or gender. There exist male and female serial killers of different racial backgrounds in the history of serial homicide. Examples of serial killers in history include; John Wayne Dacy, H. H. Holmes, Ted Bundy and Richard Ramirez.
Serial homicide refers to the unlawful killing of two or more people in a series by an individual, usually, but not always acting alone, with a time gap of about one month or more between the killings. The killings are characterized by common traits and trends that imply the relationship between them. The common characteristics in the murders perpetrated may include the completing of the murder similarly, common characteristics among the victims, e.g., gender, appearance, race, etc. and the use of identical or similar weapons. The murders in a serial killing have a pattern and are committed at different places and different times. “The term ‘serial killings’ means a series of three or more killings, not less than one of which was committed within the United States, having common characteristics such as to suggest the reasonable possibility that the crimes were committed by the same actor or actors” (Morton, 2010). 
Types of serial killers
The FBI categorizes serial homicides into three categories; organized, disorganized and mixed. Organized serial killers cautiously and meticulously plan their killings. Their activities are well calculated from the point of abduction, killing, and body disposal. In most cases, a victim is abducted at one place, killed in another place and disposed of in a different place. Most organized serial killers have a good understanding of forensic science and thus exercise great caution and control of the crime scene covering their tracks well to avoid detection. They know how to camouflage and blend in with other members of society with social and interpersonal skills that suffice to deter any suspicions. Additionally, they are proud of their actions and beat their chests in private for the achievement. Serial killers with a very high IQ also fall in the organized serial killers category.
Disorganized serial killers are impulsive and commit a crime without a plan. They commit crimes randomly and use random weapons with no solid plan on how to dispose of the body of the victim. According to Mitchell (2005), these serial killers are opportunists who take advantage of a moment at hand. Disorganized serial killers often suffer from mental disorder and delusion. They have some mental defect that prevents planning ability (Mitchell, 2005).  They are very violent and engage in sexual violence in most cases. Disorganized serial killers are characterized by low IQ.
Mixed serial killers exhibit the characteristics of both organized and disorganized serial killers. “The mixed offender displays aspects of both the organized and disorganized offenders,  characteristics that normally are not found together” (Mitchell, 2005).They may commit murder randomly using a random weapon but have a well-calculated means of body disposal in the end. They may be characterized with psychopathy and have well-calculated plans of committing the murder.
Motives of Serial Killers
The motivations of serial killers differ in many ways as the behavior of the perpetrators is different and tends to evolve in the different crimes. "The behavior of a serial murderer at crime scenes may evolve throughout the series of crimes and manifest different interactions between an offender and a victim” (Morton, 2010). A serial killer may have one or more motives for committing the crime. The motivations are divided into four categories; mission-oriented, power or control oriented, visionary, and hedonistic.
 Visionary serial killers suffer from psychosis, delusion or mental illness often feeling compelled to kill by God or demons. They often suffer from a psychotic break from reality that directs them to commit murder. They select their victims randomly with an agenda that is harmonized with their mental illness. Their murders are not usually cautiously calculated or planned like the other serial killers who have thoughtfully planned and meticulously organized killings. In most cases, therefore, visionary serial killers are listed under the category of ‘disorganized’ serial killers in the FBI categorization. 
Mission-oriented serial killers often seek to eliminate or seek revenge against a particular group of people. Usually, they try to ‘rid the world' a particular group who they think is unfit or undesirable, e.g., prostitutes, homosexuals, etc. Usually, they think they are doing the world the favor of curing societal ills or better still change the world for the better. Mission-oriented serial killers are not psychotic. The victims of a mission-oriented serial killer are thoughtfully chosen and must fit his definition of unworthy and undeserving of life. 
Hedonistic serial killers are ‘thrill-seeking' and focused on obtaining pleasure. Killing excites them. Hedonistic serial killers are divided into three subcategories; lust, thrill, and comfort. Lust serial killers have a clear-cut motive which is sexual pleasure. They are usually after feeding their sexual fantasy which stands right in the middle of the killings. It is not the murder that gives lust serial killers sexual pleasures, rather, the amount of torture and the pain inflicted on the victim sexually gratifies them. The more the pain inflicted on the victim, the more the sexual gratification the serial killer derives. According to Morton (2010), sexually- based serial killings are propelled by the sexual needs and desires of the offenders, and there may or may not appear any reflections of sexual contact in the crime scenes of such serial killers. Thrill serial killers are always after inducing pain and terror on the victims. Inducing terror excites and stimulates them. They find a gratifying thrill in hunting, torturing and killing the victims. Comfort serial killers, on the other hand, kill for material and financial gain. The serial killer is often pursuing the goal of living a comfortable life brought about by the possession of wealth. The killing is only a means to an end to them as what excites them is the reward of a comfortable lifestyle that awaits them after the murder. Comfort serial killers commonly use poison to kill their victims. The killings of hedonistic serial killers are properly organized and planned. 
Power or control oriented killers aim at dominating the victim by exerting power over them. “Power/thrill is a motivation in which the offender feels empowered and excited when he kills his victims” (Morton, 2010).These serial killers usually kidnap, rape, stalk or kill their victims after intimidating and dominating them. Such murders often suffer from feelings of powerlessness and inadequacy and often dominate their victims to prove to themselves that they are powerful and in control. They are sadistic and seek to satisfy their fantasy of power and control.
Characteristics of Serial Killers
Serial killers have different characteristics and behaviors. However, psychopathic personality is usually common to all serial killers. The degree of psychopathy, however, varies from one serial killer to the other ranging from very high to low psychopathy. The most common psychopathic behavior amongst serial killers is lack of remorse, impulsivity, gratification seeking, and violence. There are also some interpersonal traits that are common to serial killers. These include manipulation, intimidation, lying, thinly etched charm and emasculation. Furthermore, there are social aspects shared amongst them and these include; deviant behavior, affinity to crime and anti-social behavior. “The anti-social behaviors include poor behavioral controls, early childhood behavior problems, juvenile delinquency, revocation of conditional release, and criminal versatility” (Morton, 2010). Serial killers are selfish and only care about satisfying their needs, desires, and fantasies, e.g., killing for sexual gratification. Serial killers take pride in their actions and often seek to be noticed without being caught by the law enforcement agencies. Most serial killers had a rough childhood characterized by emotional, physical or sexual abuse by a family member or people close to their family or bullied by other kids. Also, most serial killers exhibit the MacDonald triad of predictors of psychopathy which are fire setting fascination and engagement in sadistic activities. They are highly obsessed with fire and enjoy sadistic activities like torturing animals and killing them.
Development of Serial Killers
The question of how one became a serial killer finds its answer in the development of the individual. The journey of growth through from birth, childhood, teenagehood, and adulthood influences the behavior of serial killers from a young age. The experiences in a young person’s life, the upbringing, and the choices they make in the course of their life are instrumental in shaping their mind. Most serial killers had traumatic childhoods loaded with emotional, physical and emotional abuse.  Broken homes due to issues of divorce or separation also provide a breeding ground for loneliness, violence and sadistic activities. These experiences set the trajectory for deviant behavior in adulthood. The availability and experience of family love or lack thereof influences a child’s behavior. According to Mitchell (2005), physical abuse, lack of parental love and involvement during the early stages of growth, alcohol and drug addiction in the case of parents when their child is young are contributing element to the shaping of a serial killers mind. Most serial killers had little or no support, went through abuse and experienced social and family environmental problems that lead them to develop deviant behavior. Morton (2010) maintains that, neglect and abuse are contributing factors to an increased risk of violent behavior. The family is the first socializing unit of a child and thus a violent or abusive family shapes the mind of the child towards abuse and violence. 
Rejection and neglect of a child lowers their self-esteem thus forcing the child to create a fantasy world in which they have control over, dominate, and strive to be accepted by all means.  Low self-esteem reduces the coping mechanisms of a child thus reducing their ability to interact and negotiate with others. “The development of social coping mechanisms begins early in life and continues to progress as children learn to interact, negotiate, and compromise with their peers” (Morton, 2010). Such children become sociopathic with little or no knowledge of right or wrong as their development is retarded. They are self-centered with no empathy for others as they are focused on their fantasies and desires. The fantasies make the serial killer dissociate from reality and consciousness to a world of their own and a dissociate state. As such, they lose the boundaries between reality and fantasy. Serial killers essentially live to satisfy their desires and fantasies. Other aspects that influence the behavior of serial killers include the biological and heredital factors. “Possible biological contributions include head injury involving brain damage, brain anomalies, and faulty genetics” (Mitchell, 2005). Chromosomal abnormalities in an individual are also a trigger to serial killings. 
Serial killers often evolve over time. The more killings they perpetrate, the more experienced they get. The planning and coordination of activities involved becomes more precise and detailed for the organized serial killers. “The development of a serial killer involves a combination of these factors, which exist together in a rare confluence in certain individuals. They have the appropriate biological predisposition, molded by their psychological makeup, which is present at a critical time in their social development” (Morton, 2010).
How the Serial Killers Commit their Crimes
Serial killers are characterized by vile killings. They kill their victims in different ways depending on the motive, level of psychopathy, and the weapon at hand. Some strangle their victims, mutilate the body parts of victims, e.g., fingers and private parts, drilling holes into the victims head and others burn the victims with acid or stab them. Some serial killers sexually assault victims, e.g., by inserting bottles in the sexual organs after a rape, drown the victims by force or burn them alive. Most serial killers plan their activities and execute them exactly as planned to gratify themselves. The more the torturous the killing, the more gratifying it is. On committing the crime, they dispose of the body of the victim cautiously to avoid detection and apprehension from the law enforcement agencies. 
Implications of Serial Homicide
Most law enforcement agencies collude in the search and investigation of serial killers’ as they are hard to apprehend. As Morton (2010) puts it the investigation, apprehension, prosecution, and conviction of serial killers are linked and thus demands the cooperation of the different agencies involved. There are both social impacts and legal implications of serial homicide. The main social implication is that they instill fear in the society; social security is compromised. On the other hand, serial killers face the full force of the law. They are murderers and are usually sentenced to a life sentence.
The Core Value of Respect and Victimization
The core value of respect demands the respect of all people, their unique talents, and diversity. It commands the working harmoniously with others and free exchange of ideas. Serial killers lack the core value of respect for others. In essence, they lack respect for the life of their victims by depriving them of the right to live. By stalking, abducting or kidnapping and torturing their victims, they show utter lack of respect. They have no value for their victims by treating them as they do. By thinking of their victims as unworthy and undeserving, they assert their lack of respect for these people. They have no respect for diversity, unique talents or working harmoniously with others. Serial killers do not value the dignity of their victims and as such torture them, mutilate their bodies, sexually assault them and eventually kill them. 
Conclusion
Serial homicide makes up about 1% of the murders recorded in a year. Serial killers are a social construction, in that they are shaped right from early childhood by the behavior of parents and those around them. Most serial killers were abused physically, emotionally, or sexually when they were young. The most common characteristic of the serial murders is that they suffer from psychopathy and delusion. Also, most serial killers lack a moral compass and are thus deficient in guilt or remorse, and empathy. Serial killing is fantasy driven and seeks to gratify these fantasies and desires by any means possible. Essentially, serial killers have motives that make them tick. While others are usually after sexual gratification, thrill or financial gain, others are after power and control over their victims. Serial killings are categorized into three categories, i.e., organized, disorganized and mixed serial killings. Serial homicide is predicted to be on the rise in the future due to the increasing socio-economic gap, the provision for LGBT rights and the increasing marginalization of some groups in the society.
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